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As we participated in the holiday 

festivities bringing 2019 to a close, none 

of us could have predicted how 

significantly our life and our very being 

were about to change forever. 2020 has 

been the test of a lifetime. The pandemic 

challenged our physical and mental 

health. Quarantines presented 

roadblocks that interfered with our 

traditional ways of working, 

communicating and socializing. Masks 

hid the facial characteristics that 

distinguish us from one another. None of 

that, however, compares to the loss, 

which most of us have experienced 

directly, or indirectly via our colleagues 

and acquaintances. We’ve seen  lost 

opportunities, lost livelihoods, and 

tragically lost lives. 

Keystone SWANA was not left 

untouched by the circumstances in 

2020. We had the early foresight to 

cancel our annual conference in 2020. It 

wasn’t an easy decision, but the well 

being of our members took priority over 

our finances and desire to 

network with industry contacts. 

We’re already planning the 2021 

event with hopes that you will 

rejoin us in this longstanding 

effort to advance the technical 

proficiency and professionalism of the 

solid waste industry in Pennsylvania. 

Stay tuned for more details as we 

develop the content and agenda. We 

learned a lot during this pandemic, and I 

am confident that we will have important 

trends and findings to share.

To our members who have lost loved 

ones or who have family members 

dealing with long term consequences of 

the virus, as the newly elected President 

and on behalf of the Officers and Board 

of Directors, I extend our condolences 

and encouragement. Thank you to the 

essential workers who continued to 

service Pennsylvania’s municipalities 

and businesses. For all of our members, 

I wish you solace in knowing that there 

is real promise for this ordeal to end 

sometime in the next year.  Just like our 

symbolic keystone, our cooperation with 

public health and safety guidelines 

continue to be the foundation of bringing 

this to closure.  Until then I urge you to 

be safe so that you may stay healthy. 

Here’s to a Happy New Year and a 

return to normalcy.

Michele Nestor
President, Keystone Chapter SWANA 
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Alas, 2020 will be remembered for COVID and the 

impacts to our lives. While this author cannot minimize the 

pain and suffering from the many deaths related to 

COVID, let me focus on an impact to the waste industry.  

In March and April of 2020, people were confined to their 

abodes doing whatever they were able to do from their 

location.  Some were able to work from home and some 

tackled the house itself.  With the home alone time, there 

was a surge in home cleaning manifesting itself in some 

additional curbside waste.  Reports to this author 

indicated that many rooms and home cleaning projects 

abounded along with painting and room rejuvenation.  My 

focus is on one cleaning project at my house in early fall 

2020.  

Many of us save something that we desire to return to at a 

later date.  During my COVID time at the house, I 

encountered several journals stashed that I wanted to 

return to later for reading in a more relaxed moment which 

the photo indicates never came.  What is amazing during 

this cleaning activity is the variety of waste management 

journals that proliferated in the days prior to the internet.  

The journals in the photo have 1990s dates and the paper 

bound up in this regular barrage of information and 

advertisement is staggering; this is one waste reduction 

benefit from the internet.  Let me list those journals 

appearing in the photo.

§ Waste Age: By far the thickest journal and mailed 

monthly to everyone in the SWM business

§ Public Works: A reminder that municipal workers 

performed several SWM functions back in the 1990s

§ MSW Management: Detailed SWM activities to 

SWANA’s membership

§ SWT Solid Waste Technology: A journal to share 

case histories of SWM actions attempting to solving 

problems having little history in SWM

§ World Waste: A voice for those who had solid waste 

ideas or products to showcase

§ Solid Waste Management: Proof that there is money 

to be made in the field of SWM with yet another 

journal

§ Solid Waste & Power: Those were the days when 

WTE facilities were serious contenders to landfills

§ Environmental Technology: Bringing together a 

variety of vendors able to solve the new SWM issues 

being encountered 

§ GFR Geotechnical Fabric Report: Educating the 

industry about the latest in the new world of synthetic 

materials used in landfills

§ C&D Debris Recycling: There are ways to recycle 

almost anything

Covid Cleaning and A Reflection on SWM Publications

Various industry focused magazines previously received in the mail. - Photo Credit: Robert Hasemeier
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§ CE News: A journal from civil engineers featuring 

many articles about E&S controls, including landfills

§ BioCycle: Focused upon composting and recycling 

and still a great resource

§ Resource Recycling: Not in the photo, but a constant 

reminder about the many ways to implement 

recycling and share the woes of the recycling 

business

§ Air & Waste Management Association: Not in the 

photo, but not to be ignored due to the membership 

being involved with SWM

The 1990s were a great time to be in the SWM business 

due to new regulations, new technologies to deal with 

waste management issues and in some ways more 

generous budgets to find new and better ways of SWM.  

The collection of journals in the photo is a collage of the 

history of that time 

which was replaced 

with the internet.  

Sure, some of the 

journals have 

survived to today but 

have changed their 

appearance and 

relevance.  Receipt 

of the monthly Waste Age in the mail was a highlight for 

me and several peers.  The mail box was full many days 

of the week.  This author is glad SWM has grown up and 

no longer a source of so much journal waste.

Written by: Robert Hasemeier, PE

Sean Sweeney Receives Chapter Appreciation Award
During the Keystone SWANA Annual Board of Directors Meeting held via Zoom on September 18, 2020, Chanda 

Martino of the SWANA Keystone Chapter presented the Chapter’s Appreciation Award to Outgoing President Sean 

Sweeney of Barton and Loguidice.  Mr. Sweeney served as the Chapter’s president for two years.

Sean C. Sweeney receiving the SWANA Keystone Chapter Appreciation Award.
(Featured Members, from upper left to lower right, Bob Watts, Dayle Anderson, Elizabeth Osbourne, Denise 

Wessels, Jill Hamill, Charles Raudenbush Jr., Chanda Martino, Sean Sweeney, and Carolyn Witwer)

Photo Credit: Denise Wessels

Photo Credit: Shutterstock.com
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On Friday, December 18, 2020, 

William "Bill" Lee lost his fierce battle 

with the evils of COVID-19 at the age 

of 75. By his side were the Medical 

ICU warriors at Presbyterian Hospital 

in Pittsburgh. His family held his 

hands until his Army of Angels came 

to take him home to heaven.

Bill was a lifetime resident of his beloved Charleroi, living 

for the last 43 years on Davidson Drive in Speers. Bill is 

survived by his loving wife of 53 years Mary Lou Pascoe 

Lee; his children, Billy (Tara) Lee, Michele (Joe) 

Schwerha, and Michael (Stacey) Lee, his Pascoe children 

Lee, Shanon, and Katie; seven beloved grandchildren; 

brother, Tim (Carol) Lee; nieces and nephews, great 

nieces and nephews, many cousins; great friends and his 

Cabin Crew Geoff, and Davie. He was preceded in death 

by his parents Frank and Francis "Quinnie" Lee; his sister, 

Peggy Casey; and his in-laws, Warren and Ruthann 

Pascoe.

He graduated from Charleroi High School in 1963, playing 

football, baseball, and running track, being named an All-

Conference Quarterback in 1962. Bill graduated from 

Harvard on the Mon, California State College in 1967 

where he was the starting quarterback all four years. He 

set a school record with 367 passing yards in 1965 which 

earned him PSAC player of the week honors. His football 

career continued as a referee for midget league and high 

school football.

Bill was a professional salesman. He started his career in 

pharmaceutical sales. In 1980 he proudly joined his 

cousins Mike and Dave Lee at Lee Supply Co. as the 

environmental sales manager, fondly known as Land Fill 

Bill. He officially retired in 2013 but continued to be active 

with tradeshows and mentoring. He proudly served his 

community and his church, St Andrew of the Apostle 

Parish (St Jerome's). He was a longtime lecturer, grass 

cutter, and happiness facilitator as a Meals & Wheels 

delivery man. As a faithful servant to his Lord, you could 

hear his booming voice from any pew in the church. He 

also held many positions in the local communities, 

including Mon Valley Progress Council, Charleroi Area 

School Board of Education, Water Authority Board of 

Charleroi, and most notably The Mayor of Speers 

Borough for over 20 years. As Chairman of the Charleroi 

Regional Police Department, he was very proud of the 

contributions he made to join the communities with the 

regional police force. As the President of the Mon Valley 

Ancient Order of Hibernians he and his singing Hibernians 

sang their way through 40 years at the Pittsburgh St. 

Patrick Days parades, proudly receiving many awards for 

singing Molly Malone. 

Bill was a pillar in his community and was inducted into 

the Solid Waste of North America Hall of Fame in 2000, 

California University of Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame 

in 2011, Mid Mon Valley Hall of Fame in 2013, the Shining 

Star Mon Valley Chamber of Commerce in 2013, and the 

Charleroi All Sports Hall of Fame in 2019. He was an avid 

outdoorsman, hunting, fishing, shooting, which he enjoyed 

at his cabin at Whipkey Dam with his grandchildren and 

beloved Cabin Crew. He loved college and NFL sports, 

especially Notre Dame and his Tom Brady. Bill never met 

a stranger. He was a great friend to everyone that crossed 

his path each day. He will always be remembered for his 

famous renditions of God Bless America! Our world was a 

better place to have had him in it.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be 

made in memory of Bill Lee to Cal U Football 

Scholarships. Checks can be made payable to the 

Foundation for Cal-U and mailed to Foundation at: P.O. 

Box 668, California, PA 15419. The great life of Bill Lee 

will be celebrated at a later date when our family, friends 

and community will be safe from the coronavirus. Online 

condolences may be sent to the family at www.schrock-

hogan.com

William “Bill” Lee Loses Battle with Covid-19 at Age 75
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If all goes as planned, Falls Township will be the first of 

five sites across the United States to house a post-

consumer and post-industrial waste separation facility. 

Representatives from Continuus Materials discussed with 

the board the company’s plan to construct a plant in Falls 

Township that would employ 100 people once operational, 

tentatively in October 2022. The project would also add 

approximately 340 construction jobs during buildout, 

which is projected to begin in May 2021 and continue 

through October 2022. 

The facility is planned for a roughly 10-acre property 

owned by Waste Management on New Ford Mill Road. 

Continuus Materials would use the latest technology “to 

pull plastic and paper out of the waste stream” and trans-

form it into high-performance cover boards for commercial 

roofing applications, according to Continuus Materials 

Senior Vice President Allan Bradshaw. “It literally is the 

garbage bag that you put in the trash can,” he said. “The 

vast majority of that paper and plastic is recoverable, 

completely without a human hand touching it.”

The process in place at Continuus Materials’ plant in Des 

Moines, Iowa, recovers 25 percent of waste for use in 

Everboards. The rest will be conveyed into trucks and 

transported to the landfill. The company’s Everboard roof 

cover has a 20-year life, Bradshaw said, noting that 

boards can then be brought back to the plant, ground up 

and reused to make new boards.

Waste Management sees 25 to 55 trucks per hour at its 

landfill, Bradshaw said. Once the Continuus Materials fa-

cility is operational, the company would “divert” four to six 

trucks per hour for a total of 19 to 22 trucks per day during 

a 12-hour shipping window. “Just diverting trucks that are 

already on their way to the landfill makes sense,” Supervi-

sor Chairman Jeff Dence said.

Continuus Materials attorney Tom Jennings said the facili-

ty would not impact landfill tipping or host fees paid to the 

township. For 2021, Waste Management’s host fees are 

estimated at $18 million.

Since the processing results in “very low” emissions, 

emission control technology is not needed, Bradshaw 

said. The company uses heating and cooling only in the 

process and does not use water, or chemicals, he said. 

The supervisors took no action on Monday. Once Contin-

uus Materials submits a land development application, the 

board can undertake a formal review and consider grant-

ing approval to construct the facility.

Written By: Theresa Katalinas
November 19, 2020
Source: https://buckscountyherald.com/falls-township-
reviews-plan-for-waste-conversion-facility

Falls Twp. Hears Proposal for New Waste Conversion Facility

Falls Township

Photo Credit: Wikicommons

EverboardTM

Photo Credit: Continuus Materials Website
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Pittsburgh officials and local nonprofit CleanWays are 

working together to aggressively tackle illegal dumping in 

the city. In September, a Pittsburgh City Council green-

lighted a pact to allow Allegheny CleanWays to remove 

debris from chronic dumping sites that plague city 

neighborhoods. Under the new measure, the group would 

be allowed to access city public works sites. 

Since 2000, Allegheny CleanWays has organized 14,124 

volunteers for the removal of 30,569 tires and 1,727.3 tons 

of debris in Pittsburgh alone. Now the group is setting its 

sights on 973 dumping sites, give or take a few, in city 

limits. NaTisha Washington does environmental work for 

the community group Operation Better Block in 

Homewood, where Allegheny CleanWays is planning to 

laser focus some of its clean-up efforts. She says that 

Homewood has 673 vacant, city-owned lots, according to 

online tracking software the organization uses to fight 

dumping and blight. 

“Allegheny CleanWays has done a really good job of 

cleaning up many dump sites but people keep dumping,” 

Washington says. “It’s a vicious cycle.” Washington’s 

group has a battalion of 15 to 20 youth volunteers who 

help remove debris on various Homewood lots. Even that 

group has limitations, though, and needs to stay off land 

littered with hypodermic needles and broken glass or 

dangerous debris. “It takes them every other summer day, 

to get as many lots done as they can,” Washington says. 

The group has had success. A couple years ago, they 

transformed an overgrown and debris-strewn lot on 

Rosedale Street near a Wilkinsburg Park and Ride into a 

community rain garden. All of the work was led by 

residents, and photos attest to the dramatic transformation 

undertaken at the site. Newman says she is more 

concerned with chronic dump sites, such as abandoned 

garages or empty buildings, where developers leave 

behind construction materials as frequently as residents 

dump televisions and tires, or absentee landlords toss out 

people’s belongings during forced evictions.

Two North Side neighborhoods, Perry North and Perry 

South (sometimes referred to as Perry Hilltop) were prime 

targets for dumping due to their empty hillsides and the 

abandoned properties that pockmark their streets. City 

Councilman Bobby Wilson, whose North Side district 

includes Perry North, says addressing issues with 

abandoned properties is one of his office’s top priorities; 

and that includes properties being used for illegal 

dumping. “To have a tool like [the Allegheny CleanWays 

agreement] in our chest is going to get us one step closer 

to having the neighborhoods everyone wants, where you 

can walk down the streets and not see these dumping 

sites. It’s an ongoing problem.”

Sally Stadelman, Wilson’s chief of staff, is also tackling the 

issue with the Clean Pittsburgh Commission and as a 

member of a Perry Hilltop group. She worked alongside 

Allegheny CleanWays when it focused its efforts about 

four years ago on Perry North and Perry South. “It really 

gave us a good platform to reach the status quo,” 

Stadelman says. “There’s definitely a lot less dumping; 

there’s a big difference.” 

Chronic dumping, though, is not a Homewood or North 

Side problem alone. Michael Carlin, a semi-retired U.S. 

Census Bureau worker, has lived in Mt. Washington for 

about 25 years and has participated in various clean-up 

efforts through the Neighbors on the Mount group. “One 

day, I just got tired of seeing all these tires,” Carlin says. 

“They were mostly in alleys but also in front of houses, 

strewn here, strewn there.” Carlin and Neighbors on the 

Mount started a tire collection effort and bird-dogged the 

neighborhood for chronic dumping hotspots. Carlin spotted 

Rubicon Street, a small, little-known dead-end that sits on 

top of the Wabash Tunnel, where he saw about seven 

tires. When Carlin went back to pick up the tires, he and 

his nephew were shocked at the “archaeological site of 

garbage” they found: layers upon layers of debris, used 

Pittsburgh Partners with Allegheny CleanWays to Clean Up
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bottles dating back 50 years from area bars, construction 

debris, and tons of household trash. “I guess word got out 

in the neighborhood, ‘This is a spot to dump your trash, no 

questions asked,’” Carlin says.

Working with Allegheny CleanWays, Carlin and his group 

removed 260 tires and about 20 tons of debris, from 

embossed Mountain Dew and whiskey bottles from the 

1960s to old concrete and busted pipes. Carlin says, “We 

put a major dent in it and we’re gonna come back and 

finish it up.”

City officials echo the need to finish the job. Earlier this 

year, Pittsburgh participated in a Keep Pennsylvania 

Beautiful study to calculate the cost of cleaning up illegal 

dumping in nine Pennsylvania cities. Collectively, those 

cities spend more than $68 million annually on cleanup, 

education, enforcement, and prevention. “In our work on 

the seemingly unending problems of litter and illegal 

dumping, we know that Pittsburgh is uniquely reliant on 

volunteer efforts to keep our streets, alleys, lots and 

waterways clean,” says the city’s Environmental 

Enforcement Coordinator Missy Rosenfeld. “All together 

these tasks can be such a huge undertaking that we are 

extremely grateful to have organizations like Allegheny 

CleanWays getting out there and doing the hard, 

necessary work that the city can struggle to keep up with.” 

People who illegally dump also don’t discriminate between 

privately owned or publicly owned property. “When 

privately owned, getting the owner’s permission to clean 

the site can be challenging,” says Chris Mitchell, the city’s 

Anti-Litter Specialist. “Allowing Allegheny CleanWay’s 

sweeping access to all city-owned properties. instead of 

seeking permission parcel by parcel, will speed up the 

cleaning process.”

By: Justin Vellucci
September 9, 2022
Source: https://nextpittsburgh.com/features/city-of-
pittsburgh-working-with-allegheny-cleanways-to-clean-up-
illegal-dumping-sites


































