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I am the product of traditions. Raised in 
a mixture of Italian and Eastern 
European culture and religion, I learned 
to observe an annual cycle of events 
that triggered familiar needs and rituals. 
Often, these were demanding and 
irrational, although still laden with a 
sense of comfort and satisfaction. For 
instance, driving miles to a small, remote 
Italian market for a particular brand of 
salami, even though it was likely 
available in the big box supermarket 
down the road. Somehow, the generic 
atmosphere of the chain store wasn’t as 
rewarding as the annual pilgrimage with 
the chance of seeing old familiar faces in 
the process.

Traditions have their limitations, 
however. If they fail to morph somewhat 
with each generation, they are doomed 
to fade into oblivion. Likewise, those who 
resist the modifications, unwittingly, are 
those who accelerate this fate. 

We share rituals and communal 
experiences in our professional lives, as 
well. With only days until the Annual 
Joint Fall Conference, I find myself 
reflecting on the long standing value of 
the event. Arguably, it represents the 
importance and advancement of the 

waste and recycling industry in 
Pennsylvania. It reflects the efforts of our 
organizations, the Pennsylvania Waste 
Industries Association, and the Keystone 
Chapter of the Solid Waste Association 
of North America in furthering those 
goals. Even more important is the 
comradery that is evident amongst those 
who attend regularly. These enduring 
professional relationships have helped 
advance many careers.

One can track industry issues, trends, 
and technologies just by looking at 
previous event programs. The agendas 
are also indicative of new profit centers, 
service offerings, and views on material 
management. This doesn’t mean that 
change is always readily welcomed or 
that there is initial interest in new 
concepts. (There’s that tradition thing, 
again.) More often than not, after the 
presentation, the resistance has been 
followed by comments of pleasant 
surprise.
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Save the Date!
...for the 2023 Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O.

What
The 2023 Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O will be hosted by 
the Cecil County, MD Department of Public Works, Solid 
Waste Management Division on May 18 & 19, 2023. The 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Road-E-O promotes skill and safety. It 
provides operators of solid waste collection and landfill 
equipment an opportunity to showcase their skills. 

SWANA is also seeking Sponsorship Opportunities and Vol-
unteers. More information is available on the SWANA web-
site under the Events tab.

When:
Thursday and Friday, May 18 and 19, 2023
All Day

Where:
Cecil County Central Landfill
758 E. Old Philadelphia Road
Elkton, Maryland 21921

QUESTIONS? Contact David Horne at dhorne@ccgov.org 
or 410-996-6275. 

Hi and Lois Cartoon
Photo Credit: The Patriot-News

Regardless, each year the event invites speakers who 
can offer a glimpse of what is happening beyond the 
comfort of our own desks and facilities. Although 
Pennsylvania is our prime focus, PWIA and Keystone 
SWANA stay abreast of regulatory and legislative 
initiatives in other states and on the national level. The 
purpose is to help our members understand what’s on 
the horizon and enable them to develop a proactive 
approach when it arrives at our doorstep. 

The 22nd Annual Joint Fall Conference is loaded with 
presentations on emerging technologies and issues. It 
will introduce you to new policies within Pennsylvania 
and rapidly spreading legislation throughout the nation. 
Finally, we’ve invited some industry prognosticators to 
give us a glimpse of how we may operate thirty years 
from now.

It will be great to see everybody together again. We 
hope you make the most of your conference 
experience, but most of all we hope you find time to 
relax and have fun!

Sincerely,
Michele Nestor, President, Keystone SWANA

“Message” continued from Cover Page
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U.S. Sen. Bob Casey (D-PA) has visited Mack Trucks' 
Lehigh Valley Operations (LVO) facility in Macungie, 
Pennsylvania, where he drove the Mack LR Electric Class 8 
collection vehicle. Sen. Casey also toured the facility and 
discussed the recently passed CHIPS and Science Act, 
which was supported by Sen. Casey and signed into law by 
U.S. President Joe Biden. The Act incentivizes the 
investment in U.S. jobs, technology, and manufacturing, 
primarily in the semiconductor industry. Semiconductor 
chips are critical to manufacturing Mack trucks, with some 
heavy-duty diesel-powered trucks requiring up to 1,500 
chips per truck.

Mack's diesel engines and transmissions sold in North 
America are assembled in the United States. Mack 
manufacturing locations are certified to the internationally 
recognized ISO 9001 standard for quality, ISO 14001 
standard for environmental management systems, and 
OHSAS 18001 standard for health and safety management 
systems.

The Mack LR Electric features twin electric motors offers 
448 continuous horsepower and 4,051 lb.-ft. of peak output 
torque from zero RPM. The vehicle is offered with a two-
speed Mack Powershift transmission, Mack mRIDE 
suspension and Mack's proprietary S462R 46,000-pound 
rear axles. 

Four NMC (Nickle Manganese Cobalt Oxide) lithium-ion 
batteries, charged through a 150kW, SAE J1772-compliant 
charging system, provide vehicle propulsion and power for 
all onboard accessories, driven through 12V, 24V and 600V 
circuits. The two-stage regenerative braking system 
accounts for the refuse truck's increasing load throughout 
the day and helps recapture energy from the hundreds of 
stops the vehicle makes each day.

The LR Electric model may be fitted with equipment bodies 
from a number of manufacturers, allowing the truck to be 
tailored to each customer's unique needs. Customers can 
choose from the same driver/passenger side driving 
configurations, seating choices and door options as those 
offered on the diesel-powered LR model.

*Edited for length
By: Recycling Product News Staff
Published: August 12, 2022 / February 8, 2022
Sources: https://www.recyclingproductnews.com/article/39013/

us-senator-test-rives-mack-electric-collection-vehicle-at
-lehigh-valley-operations-facility 
https://www.recuclingproductnews.come/article/38104/
mack-launches-vehicle-as-a-service-program-for-
battery-electric-vehicles

Senator Bob Casey Drives Mack Electric Collection Vehicle

Photo of PA Senator, Bob Casey, behind the wheel of a 
Mack LR Electric Waste Collection Vehicle.

Photo Credit: Recycling Product News

Photo of a Mack LR Electric Waste Collection Vehicle in 
action.

Photo Credit: Recycling Product News
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With every row of crops planted comes stacks of seed 
containers; every row harvested, a few more yards of 
silage cover film; every bushel moved, a few more inches 
of polymer twine. Pennsylvania, where agriculture is an 
$82 billion industry, is trying to address one of the 
economic challenges that has flown under the radar in 
recent years: the proliferation of agricultural plastics, and 
the difficulty of recycling them.

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture has 
announced a pilot program intended to help solve the 
problem, which like many issues has been further 
exacerbated by the Covid-19 pandemic. By and large, 
most of the plastic is not getting recycled, it’s getting 
landfilled or burnt” said Justin Geisinger, owner and 
operator of Ag Plastic Solutions in Franklin County. 

Agricultural plastic can include planting trays and 
packaging, bailing twine, and a vast array of plastic films 
used as silage covers and for other purposes. The 
proliferation of the plastics ahs not been well-tracked, even 
in the United States: as a United Nations report issued last 
year noted, “there are few and inconsistent data on the 

quantities of agricultural plastics used in North America,” 
with one analysis pegging the volume at a half-million 
metric tons per year. 

“Agricultural plastics are often single-use items that serve 
a specific, initial purpose, but eventually become a waste 
product,” Pennsylvania Secretary of Agriculture Russell 
Reading said in announcing the grants, called the 
Agricultural Plastic Recycling Pilot Program. Grant 
proposals submitted to the program should help to identify 
the gaps in infrastructure and marketability that prevent 
wider-scale plastics recycling among Pennsylvania farms, 
according to the Pennsylvania Bulletin, and seek to 
develop or incentivize wats to fill that need.

The grant program has $1 million available over five years, 
according to the Department of Agriculture spokesperson 
Shannon Powers. The program’s impetus was due in part, 
Powers noted, to the finding by Pennsylvania’s GreenGov 
Council that roughly 85% of plastics are being landfilled or 
burned. The basic concept, Geisinger said, is that 
agricultural plastics are simply expensive to recycle, due to 
both the cost of getting them from farms to collection 

points, and the cost of cleaning them. 

“It cannot go through the current 
infrastructure” Geisinger said. The 
average company that does 
residential recycling does not that the 
facilities to deal with agricultural 
plastics. “Your traditional curbside 
recycling wants nothing to do with 
agricultural plastics,” Geisinger said. 
“Agricultural plastics is dirtier, 
therefore it’s less desirable. Between 
that and the logistics, it’s what makes 
it a challenge.”

Some agricultural plastic recycling 
was financially viable years ago when 
demand for scrap plastic, and thus 

Pennsylvania Seeks Innovators to Solve Plastic Problem

Farm field using agricultural plastic
Photo Credit: BBC.org
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For additional information
or an application visit 
KeystoneSWANA.org 

or contact Alison D’Airo
Phone 717-737-8326 x 2325

Your ad here!

The Keystone is always 
accepting advertisers in support 
of the SWANA Keystone Chapter 

Scholarship Awards!! 

Note of interest—sponsors to either the 
Road-E-O or the annual Fall Conference are 
eligible for a free advertisement in an upcom-
ing issue of the Keystone SWANA Newsletter.

prices, were higher. But in 2018, China cracked 
down on the importation of plastic scrap from 
overseas, much of which was too dirty to be re-
usable and was being improperly disposed of. 
Without China’s demand, the relative value of 
used plastics has declined, leading to a drop in the 
recycling rate in the U.S. and elsewhere.

“In the last, say, three or four years, things have 
really changed in terms of the market value of 
plastics,” Geisinger said. Recyclers that used to 
pay farmers for materials are now charging them 
to take the plastics, leaving farmers with no 
incentive to recycle. The market in the U.S. is also 
highly consolidated: Geisinger is one of just three 
agricultural plastics scrappers in Pennsylvania, he 
said.

Geisinger and his colleagues sort and bundle 
plastics into marketable loads before sending them 
to cleaning sites. Geisinger knows of only two 
companies that do such plastic-washing, neither of 
which are in Pennsylvania. Facilities then render 
the plastic down into blocks of resin that can be 
sold, including to China. 

Geisinger said he’s talked to state officials about 
plastic-washing technology and how to attract it to 
Pennsylvania. A system of collection points for 
farmers’ plastic waste is an idea that may also be 
useful, although Geisinger stressed that nothing is 
definitive. The first application period for grants 
under the Agricultural Plastic Recycling Pilot 
Program closed on July 8, 2022. 

For more information on this program and 
upcoming grants please visit: https://
www.media.pa.gov/Pages/agriculture_details. 
aspx?newsid=1215.

By: Zack Hoopes
Published: June 21, 2022
Source: The Patriot News
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For more than 60 years, the soft drink Sprite has come 
packaged in iconic green bottles. Now, that era has come 
to an end. Starting Aug. 1, the Coca-Cola Co., which 
produces Sprite, will package the lemon-lime drink in clear 
plastic bottles in North America. By bottling Sprite in clear 
plastic, Coca-Cola says, the bottles will be able to be 
recycled more times. One goal, the company says, is to 
increase the supply of recycled plastic that the company 
can then use to make future bottles.

"Taking colors out of bottles improves the quality of the 
recycled material," Julian Ochoa, the CEO of R3CYCLE, a 
plastic recycling company working with Coca-Cola, said in 
a statement. Sprite's green plastic bottles were already 
recyclable. But colored plastic bottles are typically 
separated from clear plastic bottles during the recycling 
process in order to keep the recycled plastic from 
becoming discolored, Coca-Cola said. The green Sprite 
bottles were more often recycled into things like clothes 

and carpeting, which are more difficult to recycle again.

Environmental groups say single-use plastic is the 
problem
Environmental organizations say the problem with Sprite 
bottles is not the color, but the material: single-use plastic.
"Coca-Cola's recent announcement is yet another blatant 
greenwashing attempt from one of the world's worst plastic 
polluters," said Kate Melges, who leads the Plastics 
Project at Greenpeace. "We are in the midst of a massive 
plastic pollution crisis and we cannot recycle our way out 
of it."

Coca-Cola produces more than 100 billion plastic bottles 
every year, according to data it provided in 2019 to the 
Ellen MacArthur Foundation, making it one of the world's 
largest producers of single-use plastic waste. Soft drink 
bottles are usually made of a type of plastic called 
polyethylene terephthalate, or PET. PET is lightweight, 

Sprite Ditches its Iconic Green Bottle to Boost Recyclability

On Left: Classic green plastic bottles. On Right: The new clear plastic bottle
Photo Credit: Alex Tai/SOPA/Images/Light Rocket via Getty Images; The Coca-Cola Co. - as used by NPR.



9 The Keystone 2022 Summer Edi t ion

Advertisement

food-safe and recyclable. 
But like other plastics, 
PET can take hundreds 
of years to decompose. 
In the U.S., only about 
29% of PET plastic is 
recycled, according to 
the EPA.

"Bottles with recycled content will still be thrown away, 
sent to landfills, or littered," said Matt Littlejohn of 
Oceana, an ocean conservation organization. Concerns 
about single-use plastic have led to calls for food and 
beverage companies to increase sustainability by 
avoiding the creation of new plastic where possible.

Coca-Cola has previously pledged to boost 
sustainability
Coca-Cola has previously made a variety of sustainability 
pledges, including promises to increase the portion of its 
packaging that can be recycled (currently 90%, with a 
goal of 100% by 2025) and to increase the percentage of 
recycled material used to make its packaging; currently 
23%, with a goal of 50% by 2030.

In recent years, Coca-Cola has experimented with bottles 
made entirely of recyclable PET (also called rPET) along 
with the use of plant-based material. "Demand for rPET 
currently exceeds supply, so the first step to scaling up 
use of 100% rPET across our portfolio is building a 
sustainable pipeline of high-quality material," said Chris 
Vallette, Coca-Cola's senior vice president of technical 
innovation and stewardship.

The clear Sprite bottles were first introduced last year in 
a smaller, 13.2-oz bottle, in a handful of regions across 
the U.S. Other Coca-Cola drinks that come in green 
plastic bottles (including Fresca, Seagram's, and Mello 
Yello) will also transition to clear plastic bottles.

In the statement, the company also announced that its 
brand of bottled water, Dasani, will be packaged in 
bottles made entirely from recycled plastic. Coca-Cola 
estimates that will save more than 20 million pounds of 
newly created plastic compared to 2019; a savings that 

represents a tiny fraction of the company's overall plastic 
production.

Environmental organizations like Greenpeace and Oceana 
have called on the company to move from single-use plastic 
bottles to refillable bottles. Coca-Cola says its goal is for at 
least 25% of its beverages globally to be sold in reusable or 
returnable containers by 2030. That includes drinks sold at 
soda fountains and in glass bottles. Refillable and 
returnable packaging made up 16% of sales in 2020, the 
company says.

By: Becky Sullivan, NPR
Published: July 28, 2022
Source: https://www.npr.org/2022/07/28/1114242535/sprite-green

-bottles-recycle



10 The Keystone 2022 Summer Edi t ion

Carbon capture technology is often held up as a source of 
hope in reducing global greenhouse gas emissions, 
featuring prominently in countries’ climate plans as well as 
the net-zero strategies of some of the world’s largest oil 
and gas companies. The topic is divisive, however, with 
climate researchers, campaigners and environmental 
advocacy groups arguing that carbon capture technology 
is not a solution.

The world is confronting a climate emergency, and 
policymakers and chief executives are under intensifying 
pressure to deliver on promises made as part of the 
landmark Paris Agreement. The accord, ratified by nearly 
200 countries in 2015, is seen as critically important in 
averting the worst effects of climate change.

Carbon capture, utilization and storage, often shortened to 
carbon capture technology or CCUS, refers to a suite of 
technologies designed to capture carbon dioxide from high
-emitting activities such as power generation or industrial 
facilities, that use either fossil fuels or biomass for fuel. 
The captured carbon dioxide, which can also be captured 
directly from the atmosphere, is then compressed and 
transported via pipeline, ship, rail or truck to be used in a 
range of applications or permanently stored underground. 
Proponents of these technologies believe they can play an 
important and diverse role in meeting global energy and 
climate goals. 

Carroll Muffett, chief executive at the non-profit Center for 
International Environmental Law (CIEL), is not one of 
them. “There are a number of reasons why carbon capture 
is a false climate solution. The first and most fundamental 
of those reasons is that it is not necessary,” he told CNBC 
via telephone. “If you look at the history of carbon capture 
and storage, what you see is nearly two decades of a 
solution in search of a cure.”

‘Unproven scalability’
Some CCS and CCUS facilities have been operating since 
the 1970s and 1980s when natural gas processing plants 

in south Texas began capturing carbon dioxide and 
supplying the emissions to local oil producers for 
enhanced oil recovery operations. The first one was set up 
in 1972. It wasn’t until several years later that carbon 
capture technology would be studied for climate mitigation 
purposes. Now, there are 21 large-scale CCUS 
commercial projects in operation worldwide and plans for 
at least 40 new commercial facilities have been 
announced in recent years.

A report published by CIEL earlier this month concluded 
that these technologies are not only “ineffective, 
uneconomic and unsafe,” but they also prolong reliance on 
the fossil fuel industry and distract from a much-needed 
pivot to renewable alternatives. “The unproven scalability 
of CCS technologies and their prohibitive costs mean they 
cannot play any significant role in the rapid reduction of 
global emissions necessary to limit warming to 1.5°C,” the 
CIEL said, referring to a key aim of the Paris Agreement to 
limit a rise in the earth’s temperature to 1.5 degrees 
Celsius above pre-industrial levels. “Despite the existence 
of the technology for decades and billions of dollars in 
government subsidies to date, deployment of CCS at scale 
still faces insurmountable challenges of feasibility, 
effectiveness, and expense,” the CIEL added.

Earlier this year, campaigners at Global Witness and 
Friends of the Earth Scotland commissioned climate 
scientists at the Tyndall Centre in Manchester, U.K. to 
assess the role fossil fuel-related CCS plays in the energy 
system. The peer-reviewed study found that carbon 
capture and storage technologies still face numerous 
barriers to short-term deployment and, even if these could 
be overcome, the technology “would only start to deliver 
too late.” Researchers also found that it was incapable of 
operating with zero emissions, constituted a distraction 
from the rapid growth of renewable energy “and has a 
history of over-promising and under-delivering.” 

In short, the study said reliance on CCS is “not a solution” 
to confronting the world’s climate challenge.

Can Carbon Capture Push World to Net Zero Emissions?
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Carbon capture is ‘a rarity’ in Washington
Not everyone is convinced by these arguments, however. 
The International Energy Agency, an influential 
intergovernmental group, says that while carbon capture 
technology has not yet lived up to its promise, it can still 
offer “significant strategic value” in the transition to net 
zero. “CCUS is a really important part of this portfolio of 
technologies that we consider,” Samantha McCulloch, 
head of CCUS technology at the IEA, told CNBC via video 
call. 

The IEA has identified four key strategic roles for the 
technologies: Addressing emissions from energy 
infrastructure, tackling hard-to-abate emissions from heavy 
industry (cement, steel, and chemicals, among others), 
natural gas-based hydrogen production and carbon 
removal. For these four reasons, McCulloch said it would 
be fair to describe CCUS as a climate solution.

At present, CCUS facilities around the world have the 
capacity to capture more than 40 million metric tons of 
carbon dioxide each year. The IEA believes plans to build 
many more facilities could double the level of CO2 
captured globally. “It is contributing but not to a scale that 
we envisage will be needed in terms of a net-zero 
pathway,” McCulloch said. “The encouraging news, I think, 
is that there has been very significant momentum behind 
the technology in recent years and this is really reflecting 
that without CCUS it will be very difficult, if not impossible, 
to meet net-zero goals.”

Meanwhile, the American Petroleum Institute, the largest 
U.S. oil and gas trade lobby group, believes the future 
looks bright for carbon capture and utilization storage. The 
group noted in a blog post on July 2 that CCUS was a rare 
example of something that is liked by “just about everyone” 
in Washington; Democrats, Republicans and Independents 
alike.

Where do we go from here?
“Frankly, tackling climate change is not the same as trying 
to bring the fossil fuel industry to its knees,” Bob Ward, 
policy and communications director at the Grantham 
Research Institute on Climate Change at the London 
School of Economics, told CNBC via telephone. “If the 

fossil fuel companies can help us get to net zero then why 
wouldn’t we want them to do that? I think too many 
environmental groups have conflated their dislike of oil and 
gas companies with the challenge of tackling climate 
change.”

When asked why carbon capture and storage schemes 
should be in countries’ climate plans given the criticism 
they receive, Ward replied: “Because if we are going to get 
to net zero by 2050, we have to throw every technology at 
this problem … People who argue that you can start ruling 
out technologies because you don’t like them are those 
who, I think, haven’t understood the scale of the challenge 
we face.”

The CIEL’s Muffett rejected this suggestion, saying 
proponents of carbon capture technologies are 
increasingly reliant on this kind of “all of the above” 
argument. “The answer to it is surprisingly easy: It is that 
we have a decade to cut global emissions in half and we 
have just a few decades to eliminate them entirely,” Muffett 
said. “If on any reasonable examination of CCS, it costs 
massive amounts of money but doesn’t actually reduce 
emissions in any meaningful way, and further entrenches 
fossil fuel infrastructure, the question is: In what way is that 
contributing to the solution as opposed to diverting time 
and energy and resources away from the solutions that will 
work?”

By: Sam Meredith, CNBC
Published: July 20, 2022
Source: https://www.cnbc.com/2021/07/20/climate-crisis-and-

carbon-capture-why-some-are-worried-about-its-
role.html

Carbon Capture System in Norway
Photo Credit: Phys.org
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According to food and beverage giant Kraft Heinz, even 
condiment packaging can be sustainable. The company 
announced [in May] that it's pairing up with sustainable 
packaging company Pulpex to develop a "paper-based, 
renewable and recyclable bottle." The bottle, Kraft Heinz 
said, is aimed to be made from "100 percent sustainably 
sourced wood pulp." Heinz is the first sauce brand to test 
such packaging, the company said. "This collaboration is 
the latest step in its journey to reduce its environmental 
footprint," the company said, adding that it's part of their 
goal "to make all packaging globally recyclable, reusable 
or compostable by 2025."

According to Pulpex's website, the containers are made 
from "sustainably sourced wood pulp" that's accredited by 
the international NGO Programme for the Endorsement of 
Forest Certification and certified by the Forest Stewardship 
Council, which ensures products come from "responsibly 
managed" forests.

Pulpex bottles are not currently used for food and 
beverage due to safety regulations, according to the 
company's FAQ page, but the packaging is able to be 
recycled with paper products, and if thrown in the trash, 
the company says it will degrade. According to the 
company, Pulpex bottles have a carbon footprint that is 
90% less than glass and 30% less than PET, a type of 
lightweight plastic commonly used in food and beverage 
containers.

Kraft Heinz is also aiming to reach net zero greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2050. "Packaging waste is an 
industrywide challenge that we must all do our part to 
address," Kraft Heinz CEO Miguel Patricio 
said in a statement. "That is why we are 
committed to taking steps to explore 
sustainable packaging solutions across our 
brands at Kraft Heinz, offering consumers 
more choices. This new Heinz bottle is one 
example of how we are applying creativity and 
innovation to explore new ways to provide 

consumers with the products they know and love while 
also thinking sustainably."
Numerous companies and governments have made 
similar pledges regarding greenhouse gas emissions, as 
they are the primary driver of global warming and climate 
change. The United Nations and the world's top scientists 
have all repeatedly warned that failing to reduce fossil 
fuels and greenhouse gas emissions will have devastating 
impacts, and said that emissions need to be reduced 
sooner rather than later.

In April, the U.N. issued another dire warning that global 
temperatures have increased by over 1.1°C, or 2°F, since 
pre-industrial levels, which has already created more 
frequent and dangerous flash floods, droughts, hurricanes 
and wildfires. U.N. Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
said that to keep warming under 1.5°C – a temperature 
increase that would drastically exacerbate worldwide 
hunger, conflict and natural disasters – global emissions 
must be cut by 45% this decade.

Current pledges around the world, however, would only 
add to emissions – by 14%. "We are on a pathway to 
global warming of more than double the 1.5-degree limit 
agreed in Paris," Guterres said. "Some government and 
business leaders are saying one thing – but doing another. 
... Simply put, they are lying. And the results will be 
catastrophic."

By: Li Cohen, CBS News
Published: May 13, 2022
Source: https://www.cbsnews.com/news/heinz-ketchup-bottle-

wood-pulp-eco-friendly/?ftag=CNM-00-10aac3a

Heinz Ketchup is Getting an Eco-Friendly Makeover
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The Inflation Reduction Act of 2022, a sweeping budget 
reconciliation package with numerous climate policies, now 
includes biogas in its provision extending and expanding 
certain renewable energy investment tax credits. The bill, 
introduced July 27 and backed by Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., and Sen. Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., 
calls for an estimated $369 billion in overall energy and 
climate spending over a 10-year period. The current version 
of the bill extends certain investment tax credits to “qualified 
biogas properties” that begin construction before 2025. 
Proponents say the tax credit expansion will help some 
biogas-producing entities, including some landfills and 
anaerobic digesters, to achieve parity with other renewable 
industries such as wind and solar. 

The bill would be funded in part from a 15% corporate 
minimum tax, according to a bill summary from Senate 
Democrats. The climate provisions in the bill are meant to 
boost domestic energy production and reduce carbon 
emissions by roughly 40% by 2030, Senate Democrats said 
in the summary. The Inflation Reduction Act does not 
include some of the waste and recycling provisions from the 
previous Build Back Better bill, which failed to gain traction 
after Sen. Joe Manchin said last year he would not support 
it. That bill, which also mentioned new and extended tax 
credits for some biogas projects, had also called for almost 
$200 million in EPA grants for waste reduction, organics 
infrastructure and recycling data collection efforts.

A package of bills with similar grant and data collection 
goals passed the Senate last week. If passed, it could 
become the latest federal push to fund recycling and waste 
initiatives after last year’s Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act, which includes about $350 million for recycling 
efforts.

By: Megan Quinn, Waste Dive
Published: August 2, 2022
Source: https://www.wastedive.com/news/biogas-tax-credit-

reconciliation-budget-senate/628639/

Inflation Reduction Act Includes
Tax Credits for Biogas

The CHIPS and Science Act of 2022, a bill that would 
provide an estimated $52.7 billion for U.S. 
semiconductor manufacturing and fund science and 
technology innovations, was passed by the US Senate 
and signed into law by President Joe Biden (D). The 
bill will help manufacturers gain more reliable access 
to microchips needed for new equipment, according to 
National Waste & Recycling Association CEO Darrell 
Smith. The Solid Waste Association of North America 
does not take a position on the bill, but it supports 
efforts that could help reduce wait times for deliveries 
of new trucks, according to CEO David Biderman.

The bill would fund domestic manufacturing efforts, 
research and development work and education 
programs, according to a bill analysis from the Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science and 
Transportation. Bipartisan passage of the CHIPS bill is 
a notable effort to make the United States a more 
competitive force in the microchip manufacturing 
sector, supporters said Wednesday after the Senate 
vote. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer D-NY 
called the bill the “largest investment in science, 
technology and advanced manufacturing in decades” 
and said it would alleviate supply chain issues and 
create jobs. 

NWRA recently urged Congress to pass the bill, 
saying reliable supply chains will become even more 
important in the near future, as “technology in the 
waste industry is rapidly advancing,” Smith said in a 
statement. Major waste and recycling companies have 
said long wait times for new vehicles has been an 
operational challenge for many months. 

CHIPS is a more recent iteration of the U.S. 
Innovations and Competition Act, the original version 
of the bill, which passed in the Senate last year but 
couldn’t gain traction in the House. Earlier this year, 

Senate Passes CHIPS Bill to Boost 
Microchip Production

See “CHIPS” continued on next page...
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Recycling Infrastructure and Accessibility Act gets 
House sponsors. Reps. David McKinley (R-W.V.) and 
Mikie Sherrill (D-N.J.) introduced the Recycling 
Infrastructure and Accessibility Act in the House of 
Representatives on June 23. The bill aims to create an 
infrastructure grant program for projects that make 
recycling services more accessible to rural and 
disadvantaged communities that do not have reliable 
or nearby access to MRFs. It’s a companion to the 
Senate bill first introduced in March by Sens. Shelley 
Moore Capito (R-W.V.), Tom Carper (D-Del.) and John 
Boozman (R-Ark.). 

National Waste & Recycling Association President and 
CEO Darrell Smith applauded the bill’s introduction in 
the House, calling it “integral to advancing America’s 
domestic recycling infrastructure and capabilities at a 
critical time when supply chain shortages are 
demonstrating the need for greater self-sufficiency.” 

The bill is part of a package that also includes the 
Recycling and Composting Accountability Act, which 
would direct the U.S. EPA to more formally collect 
numerous types of recycling and composting data. 

*Edited for length
By: Megan Quinn, Waste Dive
Published: June 29, 2022
Source: https://www.wastedive.com/news/congress-house-

recycling-single-use-plastic/626272/

Congress Seeking Single-Use Plastic 
Reduction Act

the House worked on its own version of the innovations 
act called the COMPETES Act. The COMPETES bill 
similarly called for $52 billion for semiconductor fabrication 
and related research and development. It also included 
language from the Secure E-Waste Export and Recycling 
Act calling to restrict the export of “untested, non-working 
electronic scrap” from the United States in an effort to 
keep the material from being illegally dumped in other 

reconciliation-budget-senate/628639/

...“CHIPS” continued from previous page

CEC to Host “Managing Composting 
Programs” Course This Fall

Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. is set to host the 
“Managing Composting Programs” Certification Course 
this fall. The three-day course will be held October 31 
through November 2 at their office located at 4350 
Northern Pike, Suite 141 in Monroeville, Pennsylvania.

The Managing Composting Programs addresses 
concepts critical to successfully managing composting 
programs, including the rationale for composting, 
planning and site development, economics, and 
operations. Managing Composting Programs discusses 
best practices, emerging technologies, and management 
issues characteristic of municipal composting programs. 
The course consists of class lectures, discussions, 
activities, and an optional facility tour. 

Who Should Attend
Professionals who manage or would like to manage 
municipal composting programs; operators of municipal 
composting programs, consultants, or anyone with 
interest in the field of composting.

SWANA Certification is recognized by numerous states 
as the standard for solid waste employees. Being 
SWANA Certified enhances your resume and 
distinguishes you as a leader in your profession.

Where to Learn More
If you are interested in attending this course, please visit 
the Keystone SWANA website at: 
www.keystoneswana.org

countries. E-scrap export language was not included in the 
final CHIPS bill.

By: Megan Quinn, Waste Dive
Published: August 2, 2022, Updated August 23, 2022
Source: https://www.wastedive.com/news/biogas-tax-credit-
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South Carolina’s e-scrap program will be seeing significant 
changes in the coming year after the governor signed 
House Bill 4775 into law. The bill eliminates weight targets 
for electronics collection and instead sets up easier access 
to drop-off sites, reforming the state’s current extended 
producer responsibility (EPR) program for electronics to 
more closely resemble that of Illinois. 

South Carolina is now the second state, after Illinois, to 
move to a “clearinghouse-style” program that focuses on a 
convenience metric for drop-off sites and requires 
manufacturers to pay to recycle all electronics returned. 
HB 4775 first passed the state House of Representatives 
and Senate in April and May, respectively, but then spent 
a month in conference committee after the House rejected 
a Senate attempt to link an unrelated bill on plastic pellets 
to it. The amended bill without the add-on passed the 
House with a vote of 109-0 and the Senate with a vote of 
42-0 on June 15. Republican Gov. Henry McMaster signed 
it June 17.

Changes on the horizon
House Bill 4775 requires one collection site in each county 
with a population under 100,000; two sites in each county 
with a population between 100,000 and 200,000; and three 
sites in counties with over 200,000 people. A collection site 

could also be swapped out for four, one-day collection 
events. Retail collection sites are not considered collection 
sites for the purposes of the convenience standards.

Under the bill, registered collectors participating in a 
collection program supervised by a county or solid waste 
authority would be allowed to collect a fee for each monitor 
or TV accepted. The manufacturer clearinghouse would 
submit all program details to the state, but it would not 
make individual arrangements with recyclers and other 
contractors for service.

Starting in 2023, recoverers, – defined as an entity that 
reuses or recycles a covered device – that store, 
consolidate or process covered devices will be required to 
register with the South Carolina Department of Health and 
Environmental Control and pay a $3,000 registration fee. 
An existing requirement that manufacturers pay an annual 
registration fee of $3,500 is retained by the bill. 
Manufacturers of covered devices that sell 100 or fewer 
devices per year would be exempt from registration or 
penalty. The old law set the level at 500 or fewer devices. 
Manufacturers will not be mandated to participate in a 
clearinghouse, as the bill gives them the option to act 
independently to fulfill the requirements of the law.

Under the new law, a stakeholder group will be 
formed on June 1, 2026 to provide a report on 
operational and financial impacts of the 
program on local governments and 
manufacturers and other concerns or 
recommendations.

By: Marissa Heffernan, E-Scrap News
Published: July 14, 2022
Source: https://resource-recycling.com/e-
scrap/2022/07/14/south-carolina-e-scrap-overhaul-
signed-into-law/

SC Governor Signs EPR Law to Prioritize Convenience

Photo of Employee from E-Waste Recycling Event.
Photo Credit: Amanda Waltz, Pittsburgh City Paper
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New & Returning Members of the Keystone SWANA Family

The Keystone Chapter provides many benefits by fostering 
cooperation among solid waste professionals and by 
providing educational opportunities to enhance the 
knowledge and expertise in the solid waste management 
field. We would like to take a moment to thank everyone 
who has joined, or rejoined the Keystone SWANA family in 
recent months!

 Laura Adkins, REAP
 Robert Beatty, Insighfuel LLC
 Adam Bell, Mote Marine/USF
 Julia Boyle, Widener University
 Tom Carfagno, Kastle Systems
 Lys-Julien Clarke
 John Day, 20/20 Capital Group, LLC
 Andrew Deck, LCSWMA
 Michael Devaney, LCSWMA
 Ashley Dobak, Baton & Loguidice
 Kevin Forbes, McNeilus Companies
 Adrienne Fors, Waste Management
 Andrew Fowler, CMS Logistics
 Thomas Gradwell
 Michael Groff, LCSWMA
 Karen Gross, LCSWMA
 Richard Hazenstab, YCSWA
 Kevin Hee, CMS Logistics
 Brian Horn, River Valley Disposal Inc
 Kemrey Kidd, Rehrig Pacific Company
 Brian Kish, Lorentz
 Ben Kistler
 Jack Lewis, Hunter Truck
 John Lewis, Hunter Truck

 Alan Little, LCRMS
 Lisa Logan, BRADS Landfill
 Gary Lougher, DUMPSTERGARD, LLC
 William Lowther, CMS Logistics
 Kevin Lynn, Manhattan College
 Scott McGrath, City of Philadelphia
 Timothy Mitchell, Civil & Environmental Consultants
 Ravi Theja Muthu, Etsaw, Inc.
 John O’Brien, Weaver Consultants Group
 Matt Odoski, Hallco Industries
 Eric Oehling, Waste Management
 Larissa Pasco, Muhlenberg College
 Michael Patton, CCRRA
 Ben Pettine, Coretex
 Kaitlin Plasterer, LCSWMA
 David Sharp, Covanta
 Ann Smith, Eurofins Environmental Testing
 Travis Zimmerman

The Keystone Chapter strives to share pertinent 
information and provide continuing education that serves 
members’ interests. The Chapter sponsors a variety of 
activities and programs including; academic scholarships, 
the annual regional landfill equipment and truck Road-E-O, 
certification training, mini-technical seminars, an Annual 
Conference, and more! 

If you are or someone you know is interested in joining the 
Keystone Chapter SWANA, please visit our website at 
http://www.keystoneswana.org/ or contact Chanda Martino 
by e-mail at: admin@keystoneswana.org
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SWANA Keystone Chapter 
Calendar of Events

**NOTE Schedule is subject to change**

For more Information, event 
registrations, and updated 
information please go to the 
Keystone Chapter's website:
http://www.keystoneswana.org/

August 2022
 Distribute Summer Edition of The Keystone

September 2022
 Wednesday and Thursday 9/7 and 9/8 - Annual 

Joint Fall Conference, Hilton Harrisburg, 
Downtown Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

 Thursday 9/8, Immediately following Fall 
Conference - Chapter Annual Business Meeting 
and Election.

 Chapter Fiscal Year Ends.

October 2022
 Monday through Wednesday 10/31 through 11/2 

- Managing Composting Programs, Civil & 
Environmental Consultants, Inc. (CEC) office, 
Monroeville, Pennsylvania, 

Coming in 2023
 Thursday and Friday 5/18 and 5/19 - Mid-

Atlantic Regional Road-E-O, Cecil County, 
Maryland.

Be sure to visit our website for updates on these 
events for any new event announcements. We look 
forward to seeing at some these wonderful events this 
year!

In the Next Issue...
...we will meet the recipients of the 2022 Grant H. Flint 
International Group I and Group II Scholarships and 
the Robert P. Stearn/SCS Engineers Scholarship 
Award! 

Membership Benefits: The SWANA Pennsylvania 
Keystone Chapter fosters cooperation among solid 
waste professionals and provides educational 
opportunities to enhance members' knowledge and 
expertise in the solid waste management field.

Activities & Programs: To share pertinent 
information and provide continuing education 
opportunities that serve members' interests, the 
chapter sponsors a variety of activities and programs 
including:

 Academic scholarships
 Annual Regional Landfill Equipment and Truck 

Road-E-O
 Annual Technical Meeting co-sponsored with the 

Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 
Protection, Pennsylvania Waste Industries 
Association, and Pennsylvania Host Municipal 
Inspectors

 Certification training
 Chapter committees
 Legislative tracking and information
 Mini-technical seminars
 Networking opportunities with peers and clients
 Semi-annual newsletter

If you have any questions or would like more 
information, please contact Keystone Chapter 
Administrative & Marketing Director, Chanda Martino 
or call (866) 467-9262. 

Use Code CHPA19 on your online application and 
your Keystone Chapter will receive an additional $20 
of your national membership fee to support our local 
programming and events! Interested parties can join 
online at keystoneswana.org.

Ready to Become a Keystone 
SWANA Member?
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 Chapter Advisory Board Member

Michele Nestor ....................................... President
President 
Nestor Resource, Inc.

Tom Lock ................................................ Secretary
Northeast Regional Manager
SCS Field Services

Denise Wessels, P.E.......................Vice President
Project Director
SCS Engineers

Bernie Reider ..........................................Treasurer

Mike Brubaker
Board Member
Lancaster County Solid Waste Management Authority

Scott McGrath
Environmental Services Director 
Streets Department, Sanitation Div. City of Philadelphia

Scot C. Sample
Executive Director
Northern Tier Solid Waste Authority

Chris Toevs
EIT - Assistant Engineer
Chester County Solid Waste Authority

Jill Hamill, P.E.
Project Manager
Civil and Environmental Consultants

Dan Fellon
Vice President, Solid Waste Management
ARM Group

Charles Raudenbush, Jr.
Public Sector Services Manager
Waste Management

Carolyn Witwer
Director of Sales Development
Penn Waste

Elizabeth Osborne
Operations Superintendent
Chester County Solid Waste Authority

Chapter Officers and Board of Directors

 Officers

 Public Sector Directors

 Private Sector Directors

 Young Professional Director
Brandon Comer, P.E.
Senior Project Manager
ARM Group, LLC

Sean C. Sweeney, P.E. ...................................................................................... Immediate Past President
Vice President
Barton and Loguidice, DPC
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Administrative & Marketing Subcommittee

Sean Sweeney

Articles and By Laws

Scott McGrath - Chair

Robert Watts

Audit / Budget / Financial Committee

Sean Sweeney

Communications & Newsletter Committee

Carolyn Witwer - Chair

Alison D’Airo - Newsletter Editor

Michele Nestor

Scott McGrath

Denise Wessels

Legislative / Policy Committee

Charles Raudenbush, Jr. - Chair

Membership & Marketing Committee

Carolyn Witwer - Chair

Jill Hamill

Michele Nestor

Personnel & Nominating Committee

Tom Lock - Chair

Mike Engel

Program & Training Committee

Michele Nestor - Fall Conference Chair

Denise Wessels - Mini Tech Chair

Dan Fellon

Elizabeth Osborne

Road-E-O Committee

Robert Watts - Chair

Mike Engel

Scot Sample

Safety Ambassadors

Elizabeth Osborne - Safety Ambassador

Jill Hamill

Scot Sample

Kevin Weaver

Scholarship Committee

Daniel Brown - Chair

Tom Lock

Charles Raudenbush, Jr.

Robert Watts

Denise Wessels

Strategic Planning 

Sean Sweeney - Chair

Michele Nestor

Denise Wessels

Young Professionals Committee

Brandon Comer - Chair

Jill Hamill

Kathryn Sandoe

Thank you to all of our 
committee members for 

everything that you do to 
make the Keystone 

SWANA Chapter great!

Keystone Chapter Committee Members
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This publication was produced by Barton & Loguidice on behalf of the SWANA Keystone Chapter.

 

 This Publication is for the Solid Waste Professionals
of the Keystone Chapter of SWANA

The Keystone is published three times per year (winter, summer, and fall). If you 
have ideas for future articles, updates, or general suggestions for The Keystone, 
or you would like to advertise with us, please contact us at : 

admin@keystoneswana.org. 

Chapter members: please freely share this info with others that 
you work with or who have an interest in waste news in PA. 

The SWANA Newsletter is published 3 times a 
year in April, August, and December. 

If you would like to have an article included in The 
Keystone, please submit it by the 15th of the 
month prior to the scheduled release date. 

We Want Your Articles!
**As a reminder articles are accepted throughout 
the year and while we encourage original articles 
they do not have to be originally written as long as 
a proper source is cited.**

If you did not receive your copy of this newsletter from SWANA, then 
you are not on our email list for news. Please send us your current 

email address as all future newsletters, as well as informational 
broadcasts and other communications, will only be sent via email. 

Our email is: admin@keystoneswana.org




